Northern Cross Country Championships, 29th Jan 2022 Pontefract Park WF8 4QD
Travel Directions and notes for Competitors, Club Team managers & Spectators.
Introduction

This is the fourth time that NA have used this venue in the last 10 years, and reflects the stated commitment to spread our championship events around the Northern area when possible.

The club tent area is on higher ground & is firm and dry.
The start area is also firm and dry as is most of the course but there are some areas which are muddy, due to the amount of rain that fell over the Christmas and New year period
Access to the venue
 Access to the venue and associated areas for parking is via Junction 32 on the M62. 
 Please note that we do not have access to designated parking areas which are large enough to hold the number of vehicles we are expecting at or close to the venue. There are extensive parking areas available at the J32 retail area, but we are not planning to offer the shuttle bus service as we have done in 2015 and 2019, due to the risk of covid infection resulting from the use of that. There is a public footpath route running from the J32 site, which uses an underpass under the M62 to access the course area. Please allow 30 minutes to get to the club tent area. There are further parking areas in the retail park near the Racecourse roundabout, and other areas where parking is possible. Wakefield MBC are confident that enough parking is available in the area
Please do not block any drive or house access, and park with consideration for residents and others, We are not allowed to use the car parks for the new Aspire sports centre, close to the venue.
We are not expecting many clubs to use coaches or minibuses, but if any do, they need to obtain a permit from the Northern office. There is limited space for coaches and mini buses

All who plan to do must clearly display permits, which will be issued by the Northern Athletics Office, in response to email applications. There is a charge, payable to Northern Athletics, for coach (£30) and mini bus (£15) parking permits. Details of the Coach and Minibus parking and drop off arrangements will be issued with the permits. Coaches or mini buses who turn up without a permit will not be allowed into the area by the Traffic Management company stewards.
Coach, Minibus and tent drop off permits must be applied for by 12:00 midday on Weds 26th Jan 
Travel to  Junction 32 for competitor and spectator cars.

 The M62 motorway passes the northern end of the course, near the motorway junction. And junction 32 is within one mile of the AI / M62 intersection. The venue is to the south of the M32 junction and is approached by the A638 road to Pontefract
Other Important Event Information

· Registration is located in marquee as shown on the layout plan. This is about 50 meters from the club tent area & the park car park. All club numbers and timing chips are in one envelope, and whoever collects them must leave their details so others from the club know who has them.
· Dogs are allowed onto the event site, but must be kept under control on a short lead at all times and be kept away from any grazing animals or wildlife. Owners should also collect any dog poo in disposal bags and place in the waste bins
· Spectators are free to use the area covered by the course, but there is no access into the central area – marked on the course map “NO ACCESS” No one is allowed access onto the racecourse or use the actual event course for warming up. Please keep the course clear at all times during the day.
·  Please avoid crossing the course to get access to the start area- there is a designated crossing point marked with an X on the course map. An alternative route which avoids crossing the course is via the area outside the exit point of the finish enclosure
· Any lost child should find an event marshal (who will be wearing HI Viz Event Marshal bibs), or report to the Announcers cabin or Registration marquee.
· The course is a mixture of rough grassland and short good quality parkland turf. All the course laps feature the same level start, followed by a fast gradual descent on good quality grassland. The return to the finish area is a gradual uphill slope with some rougher grassland areas. The venue should provide an excellent cross country course.

·  As with all public parks, there are other park users, and athletes and spectators are asked to respect their right to use the area. A model plane flying club use the area inside the course lap (shown on the course map) and there are football pitches to the north of the finish area. Spectators and athletes are asked to keep off both these areas. The park is also a popular exercise area for walkers, joggers, dogs & owners.

·  Award presentations will take place near the finish area, as soon as possible after each event is completed and results obtained, checked and verified.
· Please note that Start Pens will NOT be in use at this event
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